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San Mateo County
Parks Foundation

Inspiring people to care for, learn
about and enjoy our parks

FALL 2025

Worth the Wait: Flood Park’s New Design
Honors Community Needs and Desires

By Michele Beasley

or several years, the
FParks Foundation talk-

ed up Memorial Park
which turned 100 last year and
was the very first San Mateo
County Park. Well, the very
second San Mateo County
Park, Flood Park, opened
in 1937, and has also been
the recipient of some much
needed and very impressive
improvements.

After years of community
engagement, planning and now
construction, the majority of
Flood Park is open to visitors.
Shiny new amenities include
reservable picnic areas, basket-
ball, pickleball and sand volley-
ball courts, and multiuse playing
fields. Pathways weave through-
out the park, taking one past
playing fields and then amongst
heritage trees such as coast
live oak, coast redwood, and
California bay laurel.

One of the first new amenities
to go in, the pump track, locat-
ed under towering redwood
trees, remains the most popular
feature in the park. Still to come:
an accessible playground named
"Boulder Canyon,” a design cho-
sen by the community for its nat-
ural aesthetics which will allow
it to blend in with the park's
landscape.

The Youth Voice

When | joined the Parks
Foundation in November 2015,
one of the first things | attended
was a Flood Park community
meeting. A good chunk of those
in attendance were youth — kids

Madrone picnic area at Flood Park, photo by Rob Cala.

in middle school and junior high.
They were speaking up for the
elements they wanted to see in
the park — soccer fields and a
pump track. Their poise, knowl-
edge, and communication skills
were exceptional. Ten years later,
those elements are in and some
of those kids, now young adults,
have returned to see and experi-
ence the fruit of their labor.

“If my friends and | were able
to put our hearts and souls into
something so important to us
and it happened, | can only imag-
ine what else we can do.” This
empowering statement came
from Juventino who as a youth
advocated for the pump track.
He is now a Youth Mentor at the

Redwood City Pal Center, and
was one of the first to try out the
new pump track eight years after
his advocacy.

In 2019, | attended a lively
Board of Supervisors hearing on
various elements and concerns
of the landscape plan. Most pub-
lic comments came from youth
who lived in North Fair Oaks
and had little to no access to
parks and playing fields. North
Fair Oaks is an unincorporated
county pocket and residents do
not have priority on fields in
Redwood City or Menlo Park.
Everest High School, in North
Fair Oaks, has a soccer team but
no field and most kids end up
playing on concrete.

It was at this meeting that |
heard Destiny, then age 14, say
as part of her public comment,
“I forget all of my problems when
I play soccer” Now 20, Destiny,
who attends college on the East
Coast, returned for the Flood
Park ribbon cutting held just this
past June.

‘I was very excited to be able
to step out onto a field from
home and have the chance to
play soccer again. My younger
siblings will benefit immensely
from the new park and | truly
feel that the community has
done an amazing job serving the
younger and older generations.

(Continued on next page)
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San Mateo County Parks
Cowell - Purisima Trail
Coyote Point Recreation Area

Crystal Springs Regional Trail
San Andreas Segment
Sawyer Camp Segment

Edgewood Park & Preserve
Devil's Slide Trail

Fitzgerald Marine Reserve
Pillar Point Bluff

Flood Park
Friendship Park
Junipero Serra Park
Huddart Park

Memorial Park
Pescadero Creek Park
Sam McDonald Park

Heritage Grove

Mirada Surf
Moss Beach Park
Quarry Park
San Bruno Mountain Park
Sanchez Adobe
San Pedro Valley Park
Tunitas Creek Beach
Woodside Store
Wunderlich Park
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Contact information
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1701 Coyote Point Drive,
San Mateo, CA 94401
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info@supportparks.org
www.supportparks.org
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Drop-In picnic area near multi-use playing field, photo by Rob Cala.

(Continued from previous page)

Just this past weekend | was at Flood Park and
| appreciated how much the park had to offer.
My friends and | used a grill, played at the vol-
leyball courts, and ended the night with a great
game of soccer. | cannot say just how grateful |
am to experience this now but also for the many
generations to come.”

“The Park is Alive Again!”

The mood at the June 7 ribbon cutting was
one of jubilation. The San Mateo County Parks
Department did a great job of listening to the
community, understanding all concerns, and
adjusting the plan to ensure the protection of
heritage trees while adding necessary playing
fields and courts. “The park is alive again!” This
from Carla Schoof, Communications Manager
for County Parks and an integral part of the
planning process from its inception. “What was
wonderful about the process was having so many
people involved — especially youth — with differ-
ent experiences and dreams and wants weighing
in on the design.”

Neighbors who paid close attention during
the planning process are also very pleased with
the results.

“We have enjoyed living adjacent to Flood Park
on Del Norte Avenue for 38 years,” shared Alice
Newton. “We, our children, and now also our
grandchildren love this beautiful, woodsy park.
The new layout and amenities are terrific! The big
old trees are treasures, and newly planted ones
are nice. Old logs and native plants add to the
natural atmosphere. The pump track, pickleball,
and sand volleyball are popular, and we are glad
to see groups returning to the picnic sites. Bottom
line is Thank You!”

There has been a regional deficit of playing
fields in San Mateo County for many years.
Multi-purpose fields that can accommodate soc-

Aerial view of tennis, pickleball and basketball
courts, photo by Rob Cala.

cer, baseball, lacrosse, football, cricket etc. are
in high demand. "Safe and fun places for fami-
lies and youth to gather outside and play are
needed, especially as outdoor family entertain-
ment centers disappear from the Bay Area and
housing density grows,’ says San Mateo County
Parks Director Nicholas Calderon. This is why
parks are so special. They belong to all of us.
Homes and jobs are not enough for a thriving
region. We need places for youth. We need parks
and playing fields.

A Recreation Destination for Everyone

Flood Park has a very different feel from
other county parks. It has always been more
of a recreation destination than open space.
Flood Park’s main feature for many years was a
180,000 gallon, unheated, sixty by one-hundred-
foot pool, built in the 1930s. In the 1940s and
1950s, Flood Park was one of the most popular
recreation spots in south San Mateo County.
There could be up to 200 people splashing in the
pool at any given time and as many as 60,000
visitors each summer. The pool was removed in
the 1970s, but Flood Park remained a popular
place for all kinds of events.

(Continued on next page)



Meet Cristina Vila Ruiz
Who Now Marks One Year
with the Parks Foundation!

Cristina is a bilingual educator and environ-
mental advocate originally from Puerto Rico.
She holds a master's degree in Environmental
Science and has always been passionate
about connecting people to nature.

Cristina moved to the Bay Area eight years
ago and began working in environmental
education. Her passion for nature led her to
join a nonprofit focused on creating gardens
in low-income neighborhoods across San
Francisco. These spaces provided access
to fresh, healthy produce while offering a
chance to enjoy the outdoors for communi-
ties with limited exposure to nature. Through
this work, Cristina shared her love of gar-
dening, environmental stewardship, and the
outdoors with children of all ages. She then
spent two summers working at Hidden Villa
and Tree Frog Treks where she led outdoor
camp activities. Cristina has consistently cre-
ated inclusive and meaningful connections
to nature.

Her connection to San Mateo County Parks

began with an internship as a bilingual park
interpreter—an experience that deepened her
love for public lands and community-based
programs. It allowed her to continue with
her love of gardening by supporting the gar-
deners at Friendship Park, located in North
Fair Oaks. That role, funded by the Parks
Foundation where she now works, provided
her with opportunities to build relationships
with local organizations and engage with
communities throughout the county.

Today, as Program Coordinator for the
San Mateo County Parks Foundation,
Cristina brings her experience in education,
outreach, and environmental stewardship
to help bridge communities with the parks
and support outdoor programming. She is
especially excited to combine her profes-
sional and personal worlds as a new mom.
Inspired by her parenting adventure, she
created and now leads a monthly Parents
and Babies Meet-Up at Coyote Point. This
new event series is designed to build com-

Program Coordinator for San Mateo County
Parks Foundation Cristina Vila Ruiz with her
baby Franco.

munity among parents while giving babies
the chance to enjoy fresh air, open spaces,
and the calming beauty of nature.

For more information, email her at
Cristina@SupportParks.org, or just say “Hi!"
if you see her out on the trails with her baby
Franco!

Conceptual Drawing of East Entry into Playground, image credit: CMG.

In the 1980s, inspired by Menlo Park resi-
dent Phyllis Cangemi, Flood Park became
one of the world's first public parks to wel-
come people with disabilities, adding acces-
sible swings, restrooms, water fountains, and
more. The playground was advanced for
its time, but several decades later it was
clear that a completely new playground was
needed — one that will continue to offer the
community the most accessible recreation
possible including swing banks with acces-
sible swings and an accessible seat on the
zip line.

Director Calderon highlighted that, “While

hiking trails and camping are in our DNA,
Flood Park also reflects our history and the
ongoing goal to meet the evolving needs of
San Mateo County residents and visitors. The
new design and facilities at Flood Park reflect
what we heard from the community, includ-
ing local youth, and parents of children with
special needs.”

Flood Park is a neighborhood gem with
a regional reach. It shows that when com-
munity members and the county work well
together, the result can be an exceptional
design that has many people feeling grateful.
It was well worth the wait.

iz ir

$1,000

$1,000

Support Flood Park
into the Future

The San Mateo County Parks
Foundation is selling commemorative
pavers that will be installed at the
entrance to the new playground. All
funds raised will help complete finish-
ing touches and be used to maintain
park amenities at Flood Park into the
future. A personalized engraved brick
is a wonderful way to honor a loved
one, your children or show your sup-
port for parks in general! All donations
are 100% tax-deductible.

SCANTO
ORDER A
PERSONALIZED
FLOOD PARK
PAVER
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Finding Home Among the Redwoods

This summer we supported five groups with camping trips to Memorial Park: Familias Unidas, The Latchkey
Alternative Center, Redwood City Together, Boys and Girls Club of the Coastside and Casa Circulo Cultural.
Enjoy these photos from the Latchkey Alternative Center, which is based in Daly City. Everyone had a good time
and the connections made under these towering trees will last long after they returned home.
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Learning to set up a tent for the first time. Anytime is a good time for ice cream. Just hanging out.
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Everyone helps out.

gy,

Camp-made boat race at Pescadero Creek.

Glowing tents at night.

San Mateo County Parks Foundation




Thank you to our generous supporters!

The following contributed between April 16, 2025 and August 15, 2025

$5,000 and greater
Anonymous
County of San Mateo
Susan Eliot

Justin Knowles and Jessica
Meng

Ambassador Bill and Jean
Lane Endowment Fund at
Silicon Valley Community
Foundation

Lillian Lincoln Foundation
Donna Lopez

Palo Alto Community Fund
David and Julia York

$1,000-54,999

Norbert and Inger
Bischofberger

Judy Buck and Frank
Swanson

Mary DelLong and Jamie
Riotto

Robert Haxo

Davis Hershey and Diana
Quon

Elizabeth and Zachary
Hulsey

Linda and Sidney Liebes
Angela Loh and Ajay Chawla
Beth and Douglas Mohr
Peninsula Open Space Trust
Eleanor Rakonitz

Chris Re

Virgil and Carol Rose

Sares Regis Community
Foundation

David and Laura Schrier
Connie Sevier
Lida Urbanek

$500-5999
Lee and Anne Anderson

David Beaudry and DD
Roberts

Ryan Blundell
Gina Cassinelli
John and Susan Dragich

Lynne Higgs and Bruce
Ilwamoto

Ken and Dee Himes

Leslie Lamport and Ellen
Gilkerson

Clyde Lingenfelter
Susan Saunders
Serendipity School
Susanne Stevens
Susan Whitford

S$125-5499
Christian Aabye
Steven Adams
Adriana and Omar Arriaga
Thomas and Donna Baker
Robert Beach
Thomas Beck
Richard and Joan Biederman
Bradley and Susan Booth
Jim and Julie Borden
Peter and Gale Borden
Tricia Chambers

Eirene Chen and Stephen
Cottrell

Jan Clayton
Kenneth and Karen Dana

Phil Endliss and Bob
Sutherland

Lyndall Erb and Fred
Feuchter

Eleanor Ferrari
Bruce Ferry

Janet Finer-Moore
Ruth Finkelstein
John Fox

Lisa and Jack Fuchs

Kathleen Gwynn and
Jonathan Cosby

Jennifer Hartzell and Donn
Martin

George and Elyce Haskell

Bob Hecox and Mary Ann
McKisson

Dan Hill
Hillsborough Garden Club

Kenneth and Lucinda
Hitchner

Jean Holzman

Jeannie Karl and Fred
Livingston

Rocelia Kmak

Eric and Phyllis Knudsen

Nick Kovaleski and John
Aikin

Laura Larkin and Eric Saund

Mary McCormick

James and Suzanne Meyer

Donald and Rowrong Moon

Marie-Jeanne and Rondel
Neighbors

Wendy and Craig Nishizaki
James and Cynthia Nourse
Kevin and Gabrielle O'Neil
Wendy Page

Rebecca Pearlman and
Ismael Gaviola Sy

Mitch and Kristie Postel

Salomon and Susan Leslie
Quintero

Barbara and Paul Regan
Bernard and Shelley Ross

Diane Ross
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Janine Scancarelli

Kevin Schmidt and Victoria
Langenheim

Mary Catherine Schumacher
Rich and Debbie Serpa
Marcia Settel

Barbara and Michael
Shapiro

Edward and Dolores Sleeper
Carol and Mark Sontag
Marlene and Henry Stern
Albert Tadakuma

Robert Talbot

Kym and Lars Teppo

Gerard and Krista Terstiege

Vy Ton and Douglas
Rotenberg

Gary Trott

Janete Van Bokkelen Bojues
Nina Weil

Gregg and Margery Whitnah
Carolyn and Greg Wilbur

Penny Wilkins and Paul
Grishaber

Ted and Jennifer Yamagishi

Kelly Yoon

$124 and below
Lynn Adams
Anonymous
Valerie Armento
Richard and Lynn Ashby
Kenneth and Linda Bailey
Robert and Rosyland Bauer
Adrienne Bennett

Andrew Berdahl and Janet
Doughty

Robert and Suzanne
Bergesen

Betty Bernstein
Estelle Bertolucci

John Beviacqua

Carolyn Bierman

Nathan Blosser
Judy Borthwick
Jane Bourne

Gary Bower

Abbe Braitman
Frank Bui

Timothy Burkhart
Mary Lou Cachero

Steven Cady and Christine
Angeles

Caroland's Garden Club
Rafael Castell
Jennifer and Joseph Castello

Shawn Christianson and
Philip McLeod

Mary Lou Ciranni
Claes Claesson
Susan Comartin
Zena Corcoran
Eugene Cozzoli

Linda Craig and Evan
Hughes

Barbara Daley

Tom and Veralyn Davids
Laura Del Favero

Alfred and Elizabeth Dossa
Kirk and Susan Dryden
Robert and Rebecca Duffy
Elmer and Jolita Eckart

Alain and Rosemary
Enthoven

Graciela Eulate
Cynthia Fernald

Dan and Karen Flores
Nancy L. Freeman

Lea Goldstein and Brian
Greenberg

William Guilford and
Marcella Lillis

Dennis and Nancy Gunther
Daniel and Olivia Haley
Helen Hamel-Dolling
Richard Harmon

Madeline and Michael Hart




Catherine Heaney

Bill and Ann Hefter
Beatriz Hennessy
Nancy Hoebelheinrich
Freda Hofland

Michael Holubar and Karen
Inaba

John Hopkirk and Anne
Murphy

Bill and Janis Hopper
David Hou

Stephen and Sonya Hurst
Kim Hurst

Daniel and Terry Jacobs
John and Lois Jacobson
Gerald and Susan James
Neal Johnson

Laura and Abbott Keller
Julie Kennedy

Francoise Kirkman

David Klausner and Matty
Bloom

June Konno

Marianne and David
Kristofferson

Holly Kuhn

James Leising and Frances
Acciardi

Nancy Littlefield
Susan Louie

Anita Lusebrink
Chris Macintosh

Stephen and Rosemary
MacLeod

Keith and Ann Mangold
Alan Marmelstein

Scott Marshall

Brian McGrath

Joseph and Rebecca
McGrath

Ronald and Donna Mei
David Mendel

Valerie Mersh

Kayleen Miller

Penney Mitchell
Robert S. Mobley
Clem and Jane Molony
Martha and Phillip Moore
Michele Morara

Mary Moray

Lois Murdoch

Mary Lu Murphy
Kathleen Murray

Bruce Mussell and Monnie
Boldt

Deborah Mytels

Mark Nakano and Josephine
Leung

Simone and Marcel
Neuhausler

G. and Ruth Owen

Susan Paden

Rodney and Jeanne Panos
Peter Pershing

Roland Petersen

Julien Phillips

Tom Pressburger

Donald E. Pugh

Michael and Christine Read
Jerry Reimann

Charles and Francean Rible
Stephen Richter

Renette Robillard

Merrily Robinson

Lisa and Mark Rosenthal
Judah and Ruth Rosenwald
Joanne Rovno

Steven Rusconi

Gerald and Ellen Saliman
Kevin and Tatiana Scanlon
Paul and Janet Scardina
Karl and Susan Schabinger
Janet and Victor Schachter
Kathryn Schlichtmann
Marc and Jane Seleznow

Bhavender and Kathryn A.
Sharma

Ruth Sheldon

Kathryn Snow and Bijoy
Saha

Douglas and Kathryn
Stevens

Richard and Joanna
Strawbridge

Ulrike and Walter Sujansky
John Sulzbach

Lina Swisher and Dan Rubin
Andy and Kathy Switky
Margaret Thayer

Douglas Thompson and
Barbara DeMartinis

John and Marilyn Tinsley

Theresa Titus

Craig Uhrich and Joan
Ferguson

William and Katherine Van
Beckum

Art and Carlene Vasquez
David Vinca

Dmitri Volgin

Sylvia Walker

Catherine Wandro
Theodore Weller, Jr.

Jo and Norman Whitlatch
Linda Whitley

Judith Windt and Manuel
Nathenson

Evelyn Wong

Dorothy Young

Ingrid and George Yule
Wojciech Zalewski

Julie and Joe Zier

Monthly Giving
Laurie Alexander
Rebecca Archer
Scott Barkley
Michele Beasley

Nathaniel and Natasha
Bergson-Michelson

Gary and Nancy Bertolini
Pamela Bilz

Julia Bott and Paul Acklin
Avis Boutell and Alice Miller

Loretta Brooks and Chuck
Heimstadt

Barbara and Joel Bruxvoort
Caiti Busch

Susy Castoria

Robert Choy

Suzanne Coberly and Jeff
Haas

Ryan and Brenna Connolly
Katherine Coonan Rhoades
Dorothy Cordell

David and Nancy Crabbe

Mary DelLong and Jamie
Riotto

Diane Elcan

Raquel Espana and Nadia
Thind

Adrienne Etherton
Timothy Fox
Meg Gilmore

Gary Glass

Mark Golembiewski
Jennifer Gonzales
James and Laura Gran
Rita Guiliano

Eloise Gularte

Heather Hardy and Matt
Nelson

Robert Haxo
Sam Herzberg
Steven Hibshman

Dan and Margaret
Hilberman

Raymond Hodges

Christine Hollender

Traci Hornbaker

Peter Ingram and Ann Yvette
Pirie

Amy Jensen

Judy Kay

Jane Kikuchi

Ashley Larsen

Kirk Lindstrom

Susan and Jack Marquis

Perry McCarty Jr.

Timothy McHenry

Dennis and Donna Meixner

William Meyer

Julieanne Nagal

Anna Nastari

Jane Nettesheim

Pamela Noyer

Russell H. Miller and Kirk
Alan Pessner

Stephen and Patricia
Pickford

Tim Powers
Danae Ramirez
Suzanne Rivoire
Ronald Rogers
Diane Ross
John Salcido
Cleo Salisbury

Anne Scanlan-Rohrer and
Scot Rohrer

Robert Scruggs
Ida Sim

Gladys Smith
Georgia Stigall

Laura Torresan

Donna Vaillancourt
Sharron Walker
Katherine Wilson

Nanette Wylde and Kent
Manske

Veneranda Zamora
Redmond

Gifts in Honor

Laurie Alexander in honor of
Adriana Fernandez Arriaga

Anonymous in honor of
Archangel Michael

Mary Delong in honor of
Michele Beasley

Madeline and Michael Hart
in honor of Kay Arnaudo

Traci Hornbaker in honor of
Michele Beasley

Alan Marmelstein in honor of
Nathaniel W. Brown and
Megha Desai

Susan Paden in honor of
Timothy Guiney

Gifts in Memory

Gina Cassinelli in memory of
Eleanor Cassinelli

Eloise Gularte in memory of
Anthony J. Gularte

David Klausner in memory of
Jacob and Tauba Klausner

Timothy McHenry in
memory of Caroline
McHenry

Anne Scanlan-Rohrer in
memory of Dorothy
Scanlan

Kelly Yoon in memory of
Soon Chung Yoon

Matching
Gift Programs

Apple Matching Gifts
Program

Genentech, Inc.

Google Matching Gifts
Program

Matterport, Inc

Every effort was made to ensure that
this list is complete and accurate.
The Foundation regrets any errors or
omissions. Please contact us so we
may make the proper correction.

Newsletter design by Shannon Corey

Stock services provided
by Charles Schwab

Accounting services
provided by SD Mayer, LLP

PRINTED ON
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|
San Mateo County Parks Foundation - PAGE 7



Test Your Flower Knowledge!

by Leslie Holzman, Membership and Communications Coordinator

Identify the plant species described here and then check your answers at the bottom

Kaushal Parekh, Edgewood Preserve

This plant gets its name
from its unpleasant
odor but this smell
actually serves a
purpose — it attracts
flies and beetles for
pollination instead of
bees or butterflies.

These stunners can
grow up to 8 feet

tall and the recurved
petals give it a
distinctive "Turk’s cap”
appearance.

From a family of bulbs
that were eaten by
Native Americans
(though some species
are toxic), this plant has
a pattern on its petals
that looks almost like a
chess board.

This plant earned

its name during the
California Gold Rush
when miners ate it to
prevent scurvy due
to its high vitamin C
content.

These produce bright
red berries that are
edible but taste terrible
— they are sometimes
called “scurvy berries”
It's look-alike plant
however, has poisonous
berries.

. i

Scot Rohrer, Edgewood Preserve

-
Cameron Par

tridg

e, San Bruno Mountain

Despite its name, this

is a member of the iris
family. Individual flowers
only last one day but
are produced in great
numbers.

The petals give this plant
its charming common
name. Growing on
serpentine soils that are
deficient in essential
nutrients, this tiny plant
has adapted to survive
conditions most plants
can't tolerate.

The white-tipped yellow
petals look like they
have been dipped in
paint, suggesting its
name.

Despite the beautiful
range of its colors — from
deep purple to white to
yellow — this is regarded
as a noxious weed in
pastures, because it
forms clumps that inhibit
other vegetation, and

its leaves are bitter and
unpalatable to cattle.

This plant produces
small blue flowers that
eventually develop into
seeds covered in tiny
hooks — nature's Velcro
that sticks to passing
animals for dispersal.
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